79 B Importance of the Chriſtian Faith illuftrated in | 


as ca his Bretoren.) 


__ — — — 


SERMO 


Preach d before the 


UNIVERSITY | 


0 ORD 


On e, . 26. 1 75 + 


1 ——— 


| 55 WILLIAM DODWELL D. D. 


Rector of Shotteſbrook, Berks, and DANY, 


* of Sarum. 


Printed at the Requeſt of the Fer 


CELLOR and the Heads of Houſes. 


* 8 wt. 


oO X FOR D, 


Printed at the THEATRE for Jauzs FI E Ten in the 


Tarl, and Sold by S. BizT in Ave- Mary- Lane, and J. and 
. RivincTow in St. Pars Church - Yard, London. 
MDCC LI. 


"the Explanation of St. e 2 


+ 
- + © - —_— 


A * 
. ͤ ͤ K ³· ö V! T OT EIS. o/c 


x 5 5 hobo 3 I 11 
FP 4 * : 


ROM. ix. 3. 


I could wiſh that Myſelf were Ay 


from Christ for my Brethren, my K ſs | 
men according to the Fleſh. 


N extraordinary Kind of With in all 
Appearance this! and ſuch an one, as 
at firſt Sight, We ſcarce perhaps know 

— how to reconcile to the Apoſtolical 

Character. It may be of ſome Uſe to aſcertain 

the Senſe of this Paſſage, before We proceed to 

conſider the important End which He had in 

View in this warm and ſingular Expreflion. 

For does it not ſeem, according to the obvious 
Senſe of the Words, to import, as if St. Paul 
could wiſh Himſelf in the Condition of the ac- 
curſed from Chrift, in the ſad State of thoſe who 
were finally ſeparated from their Saviour, pro- 
vided He could thereby anſwer the Purpoſe He 
was ſpeaking of; which was indeed the Conver- 
ſon of his Jewiſh Brethren ? But now could a 
reaſonable Creature, a Chriſtian, an Apoſtle, make 
ſuch an unaccountable With as this? Is it barely 
poſſible that a Thinking Being could thus contra 
dict the Inſtin& of Nature, and the Dictate of 
| —_— — which teach the Deſire of Self- 
A Preſer- 


[2] 
Preſervation and Happineſs) and wiſh Himſelf 
for ever miſerable, upon any End or View what- 
ſoever? Does not Religion apply its Motives to 
this our innate Deſire of Felicity, and continual- 
ly repreſent the Importance of our Duty to our 
own Welfare? Does not that very Precept, which 
teaches us 70 love our Neighbours as Our ſelves, pro- 
ceed upon the Suppoſition of our bearing neceſ- 
farily a ftrong Love to Ourſelves, and at the fame 
Time imply the Reaſonableneſs of our doing fo, 
and the Impoſſibility, upon the whole, of our 
loving Others better than Ourſelves ? Tis true, 
the Believers of the Chriſtian Doctrine may, and 
Many of its firſt Profeſſors actually did, arrive 
at ſo Heroick a Pitch of Virtue, as to diſregard 
all the Intereſts of this Life for the Sake of do- 
ing Good to Others, and to ſacrifice Life itſelf 
for the Converſion even of their Perſecutors. But 
the Reaſon of all this was, becauſe the Exchange 
proved to their own Advantage. Futurity yield- 
ed them a glorious Proſpect, and all their Suffer- 
ings led them ſooner to final Happineſs. Where- 
as the being Accurſed from Chriſt is a State that 
affords Nothing but an Expectation of endleſs 
Horror, and what No Man can ſeriouſly and pre- 
 meditatedly 20% 10 Himſelf, however raſhly He 

may proceed, through the Violence of preſent 
Temptations, in the Path that leads to it. 

But if the Abſurdity and Impoſſibility of this 
had not been ſo open and flagrant in itſelf, yet 
the Apoſtle had Himſelf in this very Diſcourſe 
@ſclaimed the Thought in the ſtrongeſt gar * 

; whic 


” 8:1 CY 
which He could well expreſs it. But three Ver- 
ſes before He had been declaring, that Nothing 


of any Kind ſhould or could move Him from 
his Love of and Hope in Chriſt, The Importance 


of the Subject ſeems to elevate his Stile, and We 


feel the Force and Weight of his Sentiment, 
whilſt We read it. He ſets forth very chetori- 
cally the victorious Efficacy of the Love of Chriſt, 


where it prevails in Sincerity, and deſcribes its 


Influence on Himſelf and each true Believer in 
theſe triumphant Expreſſions. Who ſhall ſeparate 
Us from the Love of Chriſt ? Shall Tribulation, or 
Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, 
or Peril, or Sword? ( As it is written, For thy 
Sale We are killed all the Day long; We are ac- 
counted as Sheep for the Slaughter) Nay in all theſe 
Things We are more than Conquerors, through Him 
that loved us. For I am perſfwaded, that neither 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor Things 2 nor Things to come, 
nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, 


ſhall be 600 to feparate Us from the Love of God, 


which is in Chriſt Jeſiis our Lord. After this ad- 
vantageous Account of the powerful Support of 
this Principle in Himſelf and his Believing Bre- 
thren, He next turns his Thoughts to the Caſe 
of thoſe who were as yet deſtitute of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith and Hope, expreſſes his deep Con- 
cern for them, and earneſt Zeal and Deſire, that 
They might ſee in the fame Light the Impor- 
tance, the Neceſſity of this only ſaving Reli- 
gion. T ſay the Truth in Chri rife Ilie not, my Con- 
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| ſetence alſo bearing me Witneſs in the Hol "Gly, 
2 That I have great Heavineſs and continual S 
| in my ory For I could wiſh that Myſel ma 
accurſed from Chriſt for my Brethren, my Konſe- 
men according to the Fleſh. The very Point in 
which He was ſo ſolicitous about them, was, 
that They might now the Love of Chriſt that 
ſeth Knowlege, from which He had, in the fame 
Breath as it were, declared that Nothing could 
poſſibly draw Him. He cannot therefore be ſup- 
poſed in the ſame Inſtant to reverſe his own well- 
grounded Opinion, contradict Himſelf, and wiſh 
Himſelf for ever ſeparated from the only deſirable 
Hope and Comfort of Exiſtence. 
But what was then the true Meaning of thi 
ſingular Expreſſion, remains to be conſidered, 
Now the firſt Word of this remarkable Sentence 
1s in the Original capable of a different Tranſla- 
tion. The firſt and moſt natural Verſion of the 
Verb Hoxoym without looking into Critical Rea- 
ſons for a different Conſtruction, would be, I 
did wiſh Myſelf" accurſed from Chriſt for my Bre- 
thren, my Kinſmen according to the Eh. This 
muſt be ſuppoſed to relate to his former Manner 
of Life amongſt the Fews before his Converſion, 
when, through Attachment to the Cuſtoms and 
Opinions of "his own Nation, He became the 
moſt zealous Perſecutor and unwearied Enemy of 
Chriſtianity. This Interpretation cuts off all Ap- 
pearance of any Exception, and thus ſeveral of 
the primitive Writers tranſlate this Paſſage and 
| ſolve the * The V. ulgar Latin in parti- 


- cu 


TS] 
cular thus decides the Point by fixing this Tranſ- 
lation, and it has alſo the Authority of ſome of 
the Greek Fathers. This Verſion apparently a- 
grees with the Hiiſtory of this Apoſtle, and gives 
Senſe to the Words of his Declaration, and 
might well be allowed as the proper Anſwer to 
the Enquiry, if a very fair and rational Solution 
could not be offered according to the preſent 
Tranſlation. The only Objection to this Con- 
ſtruction is, not the Want of Truth, or of Senſe 
in the Sentence itſelf, but its Relation to the Con- 
text, with which it does not ſo well accord as 
the common Acceptation of the Text. 'The Apo- 
ſtle is uſhering in ſomething very important by a 
very ſolemn Preface, and which particularly 
points to the preſent State and Condition of his 
Mind. IT ſay the Truth in Chriſt, I he not, my 
Conſcience alſo bearing me Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, 
That I have great Heavineſs and continual Sorrow 
in my Heart. Now after this awakening Intro- 
duCtion it would be cold, and languid, and little 
extraordinary, or ſuitable to this preparatory Aſ- 
ſeveration and Concern, to ſay, whilſt J was a 

Jeu, I wiſhed Myſelf to be accurſed from Chriſt 
for my Brethrens Sake. "Tis true, if He was ſpeak- 
ing only with Relation to Himſelf, He might be 
ſorry enough for this afterwards, when He was 
better inſtructed, that He had before perſecuted 
the Truth; but the Context directs Us to confider 
his continual Sorrow and Heavineſs to be not on 
his own Account but on that of his Brethren, on 
Account of their preſent Blindneſs and Hardneſs 


of 


of Heart, not his former Ignorance and Errors, 
which He had now renounced. He goes on in 
the remaining Part of the Chapter, to ſpeak of 
the Infatuation and Rejection of the Jews, which 
He heavily laments ; and it ſeems therefore moſt 
ſuitable both to the preceding and ſubſequent 
Paſſages, to underſtand this earneſt Ejaculation 
as a Wiſh of ſomewhat which He could now ſub- 
mit to for their Converſion and Salvation. Let 
us ſuppoſe therefore the preſent Tranſlation to 
be the right and true one, I could.a:fh that My. 
ſelf were accurſed from Chriſt for my Brethren, my 
 Kinſmen according to the Fleſh. This Senſe All 
allow the Words, through the ſuppoſed Omiſſion 
of a Particle, to be capable of, The beſt Criticks 
approve of this as the moſt eligible Tranſlation, 
and ſeveral parallel Paſſages are brought to con- 
firm it. | : ES 
And why may it not be juſtifiable even ac- 
cording to the /tr:&e/t Form and moſt literal 
Meaning of it? For the Apoſtle does not fay, 
I do wiſh to be accurſed from Chriſt, but J could 
wh it, Meaning plainly, if it were poſſible, if 
it were allovable, if it could be effeftual to the 
Purpofe deſigned. The Apoſtle knew well e- 
nough that neither of theſe Conditions attended 
the Thing He ſpoke of, and the very Manner of 
his ſpeaking ſhews that He did know it; other- 
wiſe He would have expreſſed his Wiſh clearly 
and abſolutely, and not have put in a bare poten- 
tial Inclination of doing or tuffering ſomething 
of Importance for their Service. We . the 
ame 
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ſame Kind of Phraſe every Day in our common 
Converſation, and No One finds a Difficulty in 
underſtanding or explaining it. When We ſay 
We could wiſh to do this or that for the Sake of 
any Perſons, We plainly mean that in Fact We 

cannot do the Thing itſelf, but that it is our ſin- 
cere Deſire to promote, almoſt in any Method, 
their Intereſt and Advantage. In this Interpre- 
tation We do not go ſo far as a rhetorical Figure 
for our Refuge, but the Letter itſelf is ſufficient- 
ly juſtifiable. St. Paul ſays He could wiſh to be 
accurſed from Chriſt for the Sake of his Brethren, 
that is, if ſuch a Thing had been within the Poſ- 
ſibility of a rational Creature's Wiſh, or could 
poſſibly have anſwered the End propoſed by it. 

The very Expreflion that He could do it, implies 
that fome Limitations are to be underſtood, and 
ſuch a Method of ſpeaking points out to every 
intelligent Hearer the farther Signification of it. 
And as this is the moſt natural and obvious Senſe 
in itſelf, ſo it beſt anſwers its Place in the Con- 
text. This comes up to the Pomp of the fore- 
going Expreſſions, and the Importance of the 
ſolemn Aſſeverations with which it is introduced. 
It is a Continuation of the very ſame Notion and 
Argument which He had bcen inſiſting on be- 
fore. After having declared, that no Conſidera- 
tion, preſent or future, ſhould ſeparate Him from 
the ſure Foundation of Hope in the Mercy and 
Love of Chriſt, He proceeds to apply this Doc- 
trine to his Regard for The, whoſe Religion He 
had formerly vindicated, but had now forſaken, ' 

and 
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and makes his Appeal to his Redeemer and Sanc- 
tifier for the Sincerity of his enſuing Declaration, 
that their Conver ſion 5 deeply at his Heart; that 
his Grzef for their Blindneſs Aura Sv ballanced 
his own Joy in Believing, and that this, if any 
thing, dah have prevailed with Him to have 
x. Bone his own Share in the Benefits of the 
general Redemption. If it could have been done 
at all (which He had before declared it could 
not, and which the firſt Reflection on the Rea- 
ſon of the Thing would eaſily confirm, yet if it 
had been poſſible at all) He could have ſubmit- 
ted to it for this End ſooner than any other, and 
could have wiſhed Himſelf accurſed from Chriſt for 
his Brethren, his Kinſmen according to the Fleſh, 
The Occgſion of this warm Ejaculation, and the 
very Form of the Phraſe ſo clearly point out this 
plain and juſtifiable Senſe of it, that it may ſeem 
unneceſſary to mention any other. 
But Suppoſe that the Expreſſion had not been 
ſo 2 and confined, but the Wiſh had been 
more poſitive and abſolute, the Anſwer to it, and 
Solution of it would then have been, that it was 
a plain Hyperbole, and muſt be underſtood as ſuch, 
Figurative Expreſſions are frequently uſed in 
Scripture, and this particular Figure is exempli- 
| fied in ſeveral Inſtances. When St. John ſaid that 
He ſuppoſed that if all that Feſus had done, ſhould 
be written, the World itſelf could not contain the 
Books that ſhould be written, He plainly meant to 
ſignify this, and no more, that ſuch Writings 
would be extremely numerous. This Method of 
ex- 
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ex reſi the higheſt concervable ree of 

| 7 55 5 Rating the Caſe bend f — 
Poſſibility, is familiar and well known, and' has 
its particular Name and Signification aſſigned to 
it. The Truth in this Caſe lies not in the Letter, 
but in the Idea intended to be conveyed by it, 
and that is as determinate and as dekenüble in 
this Inſtance, as in any other. The ſame Cuſ- 

tom and general Agreement, which has given 
Senſe to Words (which They have not naturally 
in themſelves) has likewiſe given Senſe to bole 
Phraſes and Forms of Speaking; and whilſt. they 
are uſed according to their cuſtomary Significa- 
tion, without being applied to any Purpoſe of 
Fraud or Deceit, they are entirely juſtifiable. 
This Remark is particularly applicable to ſuch 
Hyperbolical Expreſſions, becauſe theſe can never 
be uſed to deceive, as being framed in a Stile ex- 
ceeding all real Degree of Belief, and intended 
only to raiſe our Apprehenſions to a very high 
Notion of all that is pgſible in the Inſtances ſpo- 
ken of. This occaſions no Doubt in verbal In- 
tercourſe, nor in human Writings, and therefore 
ſhould not in thoſe which are 2nſprred. 
There is another Interpretation of theſe Words, 
which is approved by the greater Part of Com- 
mentators, though it ſeems indeed leſs probable 
than any of thoſe before aſſigned. They obſerve 
that the being accurſed, or Anathema, does 
throughout the Old Teſtament, in the Verſion 
of the LXX, fignify the being devoted to Deſtruc- 
tron, and therefore ſuppoſe that St. Paul only 
B meant, 
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meant, that He could wiſh to be thus devoted 
for their Sake, and could be willing to ſuffer an 
temporal Puniſhment, to contribute to their /p;- 
ritual Salvation. And had the Words been only 
that He could wiſh fo be accurſed for his Brethren, 
his Kinſmen, This would clearly have been the 
Senſe of them, that He would contentedly have 
_ undergone any temporal Sufferings to be the In- 
ſtrument of preſerving them from eternal Ruin. 
But the being accurſed from Chriſt muſt be un- 
derſtood according to the Stile of the New 7 a- 
ment, and can mean Nothing leſs than a 7otal 
Fuꝛfeiture of the Benefits of the Goſpel, or final 

Deſtruction itſelf. The Interpreters omit the 
principal Circumſtance' in the Wiſh, and take 
away at once both the Spirit and the Letter of it. 
Others again have obſerved that extraordinary 
Judgments and temporal Puniſhments attended 
Excommunication in the firſt Ages of the Church, 
and have ſuppoſed that St. Paul might wiſh Him- 
ſelf obnoxious to theſe, to do his Jewiſh Bre- 
thren any Service. They conſtrue the being ac- 
curſed from Chriſt as being cut off by a judicial 
Sentence from the Chri/t:an Church, and by his 
* Readineſs to ſubmit to it, They underſtand his 
Willingneſs to bear the preſent Conſequence of 
it, through a Hope of the Sentence itſelf being 
finally reverſed. by his Redeemer. But This is 
multiplying Figures without End and without 
Reaſon. It is putting a Part for the bole, and 
the Effect for the Cauſe. It is contradicting the 
obvious Senſe of the Expreſſion, and amounts 5 

the 


L 
the Concluſion to a Wiſh of being accurſed from 
Chrift, in order to be reconciled to and ſaved by 
o veto 30 Df t 799 
Others have ſuppoſed, that by this Wiſh of 
being accturſed from Chriſt, He meant that He 
ſhould be willing to be dz/eſteemed as ſuch, and 
to bear the Ignominy of ſuch a Condition to pro- 
mote the Salvation of the Jews. But if This had 
been the Meaning, it had been very eaſy for the 


Apoſtle to have expreſſed it clearly, and by put- 


ting in a Particle of Similitudeè to have prevented 
the Poſſibility of any Miſconſtruction. It had like- 
wiſe been little extraordinary in itſelf, or anſwer- 
able to the Occaſion and Manner in which it is 
introduced; and it had been the leaſt ſurtable-1- 
mage which he could have preſented to their 


Thoughts, to imagine that He could promote 


their Converſion by the Loſs of his Repratation. 
Whereas the Giving up the Salvation of One to 
promote that of Thouſands, if it had been poſſi- 
ble in itſelf, as confeſſedly it was not, was yet a 


Thought of Dignity and Importance, and equal 


to the higheſt Profeſſions and Expectations. - | 
There is One farther Interpretation of this Paſ- 
ſage deſerving of Notice (though new and ſin- 
gular) as plaufible in itſelf, and as coming from 
the Hand of a very pious and learned Perſon, 
who has happily illuſtrated many other Paflages 
of Scripture, whether He has equally ſucceeded 
in this Particular or not. He lays the Di 
entirely in our tranſlating it accurſed from Cbriſt, 
whereas the Particle fo tranſlated, it is ſaid, may 
| as 
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Example of Chriſt; and then the Senſe would 
be, that He could be content, nay could rejoice, 
to ſuffer even to Crucifixron, which was an ac- 


curſed Death, as his Bleſſed Maſter had done be- 


fore Him, to promote their Repentance and Sal- 


vation. This would be Senſe, would be very per- 
tinent and wet ghty Senſe, and would every way 
ſuit the Context. The only Thing wanting is 
ſome competent Authority for this Manner of 
tranſlating it. But I do not find that this Particle 
am will bear this Senſe. The only mg Paſ- 
ſage offered to confirm it is 2 Tim. 1. 3. where 
the Apoſtle ſays, I thank God, whom: ſerve Boro 
meer, from my Forefathers, which, it is ſaid, 
ſignifies after my Forefathers, or as They have 
done before me; and that therefore the ſame Par- 
ticle may as well be rendered and interpreted ſo 
in this Place. But beſides that a „ngle Inſtance, 
if it would bear the ſtricteſt Examination, ought 
with Caution to be urged againſt the known and 
fixed Senſe of a Word in other Authors, beſides 
this, it does not at all appear that the Inſtance 
referred to comes up to the Point, but that it is 
very rightly tranſlated, as it ſtands in our Ver- 
ſion, whom T ſerve from my Forefathers. The 
Expreſſion is ſhort, and ſeveral Conjectures may 
be paſſed on the Deſign of it. The Apoſtle 
might mean no more than that He had ever 
ſerved God to the beſt of his Knowledge from 


his earligſt Days, and the firſt Inſtructions recei- 


ved from thoſe who had the Care of his Educa- 
tion: 
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as well be rendered after Chrif, that is, aſier the 
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| [ 13 1 7 
tion: in which Caſe, though He might be ſaid 
indeed to do this after his Forefathers, yet their 
Example is not the Point in View offered in tha? 


Text. But upon a careful Review of the Paſſage 
I am perſwaded that their Pattern is ſo far from 


being the Conſideration propoſed in it, that it 
was rather intended in direct Oppofition to them, 
and that the Mention of his ſerving God from his 
Forefathers was deſigned to refer to the different 
Method from them in which He ſerved Him. To 
this agree the Truth of the Fa# and the Senſe 
of the Context, He had left the Religion of his 
Anceſtors, and was propagating a new one, which 
was to ſuperſede the other ; He ſpeaks particu- 
| larly in the preſent Tenſe, and with a View to his 

preſent Faith, as the Context undeniably ſhews. 

He does not day, I did ſerve God from my Fore- 
fathers, but I do ſerve Him, and yet We know 
He did not af this Time ſerve Him after their 
Example or Method of Worſhip, but in profeſſed 
Oppoſition to it. Every Term that He uſes in this 
Sentence, and the Purport of the Whole of it, 
confirms this Senſe of it. T ſerve God, ſays He, 
am meow from my Forefathers, that is, diffe- 
rently from them, with a pure Conſcience, refer- 
ring herein either to his Sincerity in his remark- 
able Converſion from a Religion, which He had 
patronized ſo earneſtly to One that He had ſo 
zealouſly perſecuted; or to the higher and more 
uncorrupted Light, with which He was illumi- 
nated under the Goſpel ; for it has been obſerved 
that He never ſpeaks of or allows the Notion of 


= 


[ 74 ] 
a pure Conſcience out of the Pale of Chriſtianity. 
Beſides, the very Mention of his Forefathers, 
which, according to the uſual Interpretation of 


it, ſeems foreign and ill. connected with the Sub- 


ſtance of the Diſcourſe, yet bears a particular 
Propriety, if underſtood to expreſs the different 

Manner of his Worſhip from theirs. He is ad- 
dreſſing Himſelf to Timothy, who had had the 
Happineſs of being educated from his Infancy in 
the true Faith, and the Apoſtle refers particular- 
ly to that Conſideration. If therefore We ſup- 
pb this Mention of his own Anceſtors to be by 
Way of Antitbeſis to that happy Circumſtance of 
which He reminds Timothy, who had ſucked in 
Truth with the firſt Sentiments that He had im- 
bibed, then the whole Admonition is rational 


and conſiſtent, and the Senſe of it will run thus. 


« I, who had the Prejudices of Education to o- 
ee vercome, and was called on to teſtify my Sin- 
s cerity by reſigning all my Prepoſſeſſions to the 
ec clear Conviction of Truth, and ſerving God 


in a Way different from my Forefathers, am 
« thankful in my Devotions: for thy more fortu- 


«nate Lot, and long to enjoy the mutual Bene- 
cc fit of it in Converfation, when I conſider that 
«thy Faith is long-grounded and deep-rooted, 
*coeval with thyſelf, derived to thee from the 
« Piety and true Belief of thy Grandmother Lois, 
ce and thy Mother Eunice, which gives me ſure 


* Confidence in thy Perſeverance.” This appears 


to be the true Meaning of St. Paul in this Place; 


from whence We may conclude that the Particle 


tranſ- 


. 
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unbatedd from does not here ſignify after the Bus 
ample of, but the direct contrary; and if not in 
this Place, then i is not pretended in any other. 
Upon the Whole therefore, the moſt obvious 
and hteral Senſe of my Text ſeems upon all Ac- 
counts moſt to be preferred ; that the Apoſtle 
could have reſigned every the neareſt and deareſt 
Intereſt of his own, even to his moſt valuable 
Hope in Chriſt, if that had been poſſible or al- 
lowable, (which his very Expreſſion ſhewed to 
be otherwiſe) in order to promote the Converfion 
of the whole Jewiſh Nation, and to make them 
ſenſible of the Privileges offered to them in this 
Holy Faith and only Scheme of Salvation. 
But it is high Time, from Io; Reflections 
on the Manner of the Apoſtle's xpreſſion,, to 
proceed to the Subſtance rn He intended 
by it, and to offer ſome Obſervations on the End 
which he had ſo ſolicitoufly in View in this warm 
Expreſſion of his Concern for his Jewiſh Bre- 
thren. Something of the utmoſt Conſequence 
We might conclude from the Manner in which 
He ſpeaks ;- and the Context ſhews it to be nc leſs 
than their Converſion to the Religion which He 
was then commiſſioned to preach. And in this 
We. ſee his Notion of the Importance of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith. - He thought the being accurſed from 
Cbriſt the moſt dreadful Thing that could be 
mentioned ; and he thought it fit to be mention- 
ed only to ſhew Others the Horror of it, and as 
the Means of preferving them from it. He in- 
troduces it as the utmoſt Calamity that could be 
endu- 
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endured, and as the higheſt Method in which 
He could expreſs his Deſire, that his Brethren 
of the Jewiſh Nation might ſee and conſider i it in 
the ſame Light. 

But whence, it may be aſked, all this mi ghty 
Zeal i in this Matter? whence this vehement De- 
fire to eſtabliſh one Form of Belief in Preference 
to another? Are not All equally ſecure, who 
live up to the Light that They are favoured 
with ? More eſpecially why was this Matter 
preſſed fo ſtrongly on the Fews in particular ? 
Were not They ſufficiently ſafe already in the 
Diſpenſation, which They then enjoyed? Were 
They not already in a State of Covenant with 
God? Did They not profeſs and obey a Reli- 
gion, which We All allow to be founded on a 

Divine Revelation? Were not They Iſraelites, 
to whom, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it in the Verſe 
following the Text, pertained the Adoption, and 
the Glory, and the Covenants, and the Giving of 
the Law, and the. Service of God, and the Promi- 
ſes? Whence then this great Heavineſs and con- 
tinual Sorrow in the Apojile's Heart, fo emphati- 
cally expreſſed, ſo frequently repeated on their 
Account ? May it not be inferred from the Jul- 
tice and Goodneſs of God, that All who are Ar. 
cere in their Profeſſion, will be accepted by Him? 
And may it not be farther urged in their Favour, 
that They did indeed ſerve Him in the Method 
of his own Inſtitution? Why then was St. Panl 
ſo uneaſy on their Account, as if they were cut 
off from all Hope, and were out of the 7 2 of 

Salva- 
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| Salvation; ; when they could not only plead that 
They acted according to their real Perſis 
but could likewiſe give undoubted Proofs of the 
Truth of their Religion, and that they knew in- 
1 had ſpoken unto Moſes, — they 

were not ſo well ſatisfied of the like F retenſions : 

As plauſible as theſe e tay nk : 
and as much Weight as they are now thought 
to deſerve, yet from the whole Scope of St. Pauls 
Writings, from the frequent and warm Expreſ- 
ſions of his Concern for the Converfion of his Jew- 
iſh Brethren We may infer that He knew and 
conſidered theſe Pleas, and judged them inſuffi- 
cient. He had Himſelf been a Convert; and could 
have made ſuch Apologies with uncommon 
Force, as are founded on Sincerity of Opinion, 
on ſuitable Regular:ity.of Life, and on the Diuine 
Original of the Diſpenſation which He then pro- 
feſſed. Yet He ſeems almoſt at a Loſs for Thos 
of ſufficient Contempt, when He is ſpeaking. of 
this Subject; He reproaches Himſelf with Bit- 
terneſs for what He had done in Purſuance of 
thoſe Principles: After the moſt rhetorical Illuſ- 
tration of the Prerogatives of the Jewiſh Diſpen- 
ſation He ſtiles them hut Dung in Compariſon of 
the Knowlege of Chriji, and even ſets the Jews, 
who rejected this ſuperior Light when it was of- 
fered to them, on a Level with the Heathens, as 
to a Title to Salvation. And unleſs We think 
Ourſelves at Liberty to compoſe a new Religion 
* ü and to alter _ Terms on which 


the 
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the Goſpel is propoſed to our Aſſent, We muſt 
continue to preach the ſame Doctrine with St. 
Paul, to preſs the actual Belief of Chriſtianity as | 

the indiſpenſable Condition of Salvation, and to 
ſnew our Charity not by 2 Men with Se- 
curity in their Errors, but by endeavouring to 
detect them, and to convince them of the Privi- 
leges, which are 6"; annexed to the Pro- 
feſſion of the Truth. 

If the Goſpel be true, it cannot be a Matter 
of Indifference, whether We think it falſe, or 
not. It is propoſed to our Aſſent under the ow: 
geſt Sanctions, no leſs than a Promiſe of Accep- 
tance and Reward to the faithful Acknowledg- 
ment of it, and the Threatning of final Miſery 
to the final Diſbelief of it. If indeed this Reli- 
Sion be itſelf groundleſs, then this Terror is 
vain, and there can be no Danger in rejecting it; 
but it is an amazing Inconſiſtency to own the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, and to diſregard the Im- 
portance of it in this) Li * or to think favoura- 
bly of the State of thoſe who ſet aſide the Evi- 
dence of it. Let Us briefly reflect on the Truth 
and the Equity of this Repreſentation of the Ne- 
ceſſity of our Faith. 

We need not reſt on a iingle Expreſſion, as 
extraordinary as is this in the Text, nor on the 
Teſtimony of a /ingle Apoſtle, as jarly as 
his Caſe was circumſtanced, to prove ihe Truth 
of this Repreſentation, to evince the Neceſſity of 
embracing the Chriſtian Faith as the indiſpenſa- 
ble Condition of Salvation, His Zeal was but x 


+. 


Tranſcript of the Nature of the Doctrine which 
his Maſter had taught, and of the Sanctions with 
which He had enforced -it. Our Bleſſed Lord 
certainly underſtood the Nature of his own Re- 
ligion, and of the Conſequences of embracing or 
kejecting it; and He Himſelf preached it in this 
Manner, not as a Point which They might liſten 
to or not, might embrace or not, as it ſuited 
with their Prepoſſeſſions or Inclinations, but as a 
Matter, which required their Attention and Aſ- 
ſent, and on the Reception of which depended 
their Title to the Favour and Acceptance of their 
Maker. In a private Conference with Nicode- 
mus, this was his Account of the Intent of his 
Incarnation; and the Subſtance of his Doctrine; 
that God ſo loved the World that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that Whoſoever believeth in Him ſhould 
not periſh,” but have everlaſting Life. For God, 
ſays He, ſent not his Son into th. World to condemn 
the World; but that the World through Him might 
be ſaved. And then He limits the Benefits of his 
Coming more expreſsly to them only who re- 
ceived his Pretenſions. He that believeth on Him, 
is not condemned ; but He that believeth not, is con- 
demned A becauſe He hath not beli eved in the 
Name of the onl 7 Son of God. John 3. 16, 
17,18. To the gainſaying Jeus He ſays ex- 
preſsly, I Ye believe not that I am He, Te ſhall 
die in your Sins. His own Diſciples He aſſured, 
that No One could come to the Father but by Him. 
John 14.16. And He had fo fully and frequent- 
ly repreſented wy to them, that even Jahn the 
. _ Baptiſt 


* 
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Bapei ilt ga ve this Account of 1 it on Oceaſion of a 


Veltlon between ſome of his Diſciples and the 
Jews. He that believeth on the Son | hath. everlaſt- 


ing Life: and He that believeth not the Son, ſhall 


not foe Life; | but the Wrath of God abideth on Him. 
John 3. 36. When He ſent them out in his Life 
Time to preach Him and his Religion, He au- 
thorized them to do it with this Declaration, 

that it ſhould be more ?olerable for Sodom and Go- 
morrah in the Day of Judyment, than for thoſe Ci- 


ties, which thowd refuſe to receive them and 


their Doctrine. Matt. 10. 15. Aﬀer his Reſur- 
rection This was the Commiſſion given to the 
Apoſtles, this the Sanction with which it was 
enforced. He ſaid unto them, Go Ye into all the 
Werld, and preach the Goſpel to every. Creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved: 


but hz that believeth not, ſhall be danmed. Mark 16, 
16. 


It may ſeem of leſs Weight to cite the Ab 


thority of the Diſciples after that of their Maſter, 
yet let Us obſerve that They deviated not from 


the Terms of their Commiſſion, but uniformly 


preſſed the Truth of Chriſtianity, as a Truth ne- 


ceſſary to be believed and profeſſed. St. Peter 
declares expreſsly to the Jews, whoſe were all 


the forementioned Privileges, and who triumph- 
" not a little in them, that here is not Salvation 


n any other than in 22 Chriſt ; "for that there is 


a other Name under Heaven given among Men, 
- whereby We muft be ſaved. Acts 4. 12. And in his 


firſt Epiſtle He "OO of this Salvation as ex- 


tending 
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tending only to thoſe who upon the Publication of 
it embraced and believed it. 7% now, ſays He to 
the diſperſed Converts, that Te were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as Silver and Gold, from 
your vain Converſation recerved by Tradition from 
jur. Fathers; But with the precious Blood of Chriſt, 
as of a Lamb without Blemiſh and without: Spot : 
Who verily was fore-ordained before the Foundation 
of the World, but was manifeſt in theſe laſt Times 
for You ; Who by him do believe in God that raiſed 
Him up from the Dead, and gave Him Glory, that 
iy Faith and Hope might be in God. 1 Pet. 1. 
Thus to Friends and Enemies did They e- 
qually repreſent this Faith as the only Founda- 
tion of Security; and having thus confirmed it 
by other Authority, and that of the very higheſt 
Sort, We may now reſume the Teſtimony of 
this Apoſtle. He appeals to the Epheſians, that 
this had been his conſtant Doctrine; that He 
had teſtified both to the Fews, and alſo to the Greeks, 
Repentance toward God, and Faith toward our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, Acts 20. 21. He omits not to 
inculcate this in any one of his Epiſtles. To the 
Romans He calls the Goſpel the Power of God unto 
Salvation, to every one that believeth. Rom. 1.16. 
To the Corintbians He declares that other Foun- 
darion could no Man lay, than that is laid; which is 
Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Cor. 3. 11. No Pretence of Natu- 
ral Religion, or of the Diſcharge of Morality, or 
of Adherence to the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, which 
was confeſſedly of Divine Original, 9 be 
Tet 5 ſaſh. 


„ 
ſufficient to Salvation without ale Knowledge of 
Feſus Chriſt, where his Goſpel was: propoſed. to 
Aſſent. With a View to ſome of theſe Pretences 

of the Sufficiency of the Light of Nature, or of 
the Moſaick 6 Hs adds to the Gala- 
tians, F Any Man preach any other Goſpel unto 
You, than that Ye have received, let Him be ac- 
curſed. Gal. 1.9. Suitably He teaches the Ephe- 
ſians, that they were ſaved by Grace through Faith, 
Epheſ. 2. 8. and the Phil:pprans in a Paſſage fore- 
29 that He counted all the Privileges of the 
Law but Loſs for the Excellency of the Knowledge 
of Chrift Jeſus his Lord. Phil. 3.8. To the G- 
Iſians He places all the Hope, which was laid 1 

- for them in *. to their having received t 
Faith of Chriſt Jeſus. Col. 4. 5. To the Theſa- 
lonians He declares that the Lord Jeſus ſhould be 
revealed from Heaven with bis mighty Angeli, In 
flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
Feſus Cbriſt. 2 Theſſ. 1.7, 8. To Timothy He 
ſpeaks. of this as the only remaining Hope of 
Gainſayers, , God peradventure will give them 
Repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth. 
2 Tim. 2. 2 5. And laſtly in his Epiſtle to the 

Hlebreus, He ſpeaks in Terms of very high and 
dreadful Import, of the Caſe of thoſe who re- 

jected the Truth when it was propoſed to them, 
or deſerted it, after they had once embraced i. 

I is 1mpoſſible, ſays He, for thoſe who were once 
enlightned, and FL taſted of the heavenly Gp, N 
and were made Partakers of the oft 0% 125 
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| have tafted the good Word of God, and: the: Powers 
of the World to come; Tf they fhall' fall away, to 
rent w them again unto \ Repentance : "ſeeing they cru= 
% to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put 
him to an open Shame. Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6. And again, 
Let Us hold faſt the: Profeſſion of our Faith with- 
out Wavering --- For if We fin wilfully after that 
We have received the Knowledge of the Truth, there 
remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sins, but a certain 
fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery. Indigna- 
tion, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries. He To 
deſpifed Moſes Law, died without Mercy under two 
or three witneſſes ; Of how much forer Puniſhment, 
ſuppoſe Ye, ſhall He be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under Foot the Son of God, and hath count- 
ed the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith He was 
ſaritified, an unholy thing, and bath done deſpite 
unto the Spirit of Grace? Heb. 10. 23 &c. St. 
James, though the whole Intent of his Epiſtle is 
2 yet takes Care to conclude with this 
roof of his Acknowledgment, that Salvation 
Vas only to be expected in the actual Belief and 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel. Brethren, If an of 
You do err from the Truth, and One convert him; 
tet bim know, that He aobj ch converteth à Sinner 
from the Error of his Way, ſball ſave a Soul from 
Death, and ſhall hide a Multitude of Sins. Jam. 
$.19, 20. St. Jude directs all Chriſtians to con- 
tend earneſtly for the Faith, which was delivered 
unto the Saints, Jude 3. and herein to place their 
only Hope, looking for the Mercy of. our Lord Je- 
fus Chr; unte eternal Life. 21, The Doctrine 
of 


tl 


Ct st. Jubi is ſuitable and conſiſtent. He that be: 


1 hath the Witneſs in Him. 


; He that helizveth-not Gd, hath made Him 4 


Liar, becauſe He believeth not the. Record that God 


gave of his Son. And this is the Record that God © 


hath given to us eternal Life ; and this — <q 
his Sen. He that hath the Son, bath Life; and 


He that hath nor the Son of God, bath not Life 


1 John 5. 10, 11,12. And in the Book of Reve- 
lation He repreſents it as the immediate Voice of 
God from Heaven, that Undbelevers as well as In- 
moral Perſons, ſhall have their Part in the Lake 
1 1 burneth with Fire and Brimflone. Rey, 
21 . 

But Many will Amit the Truth of this Rupes 


ſentation, who are by no Means ſatisfied as to 


the Equity of it; nay who urge the Truth of this 
Repreſentation as an Argument againſt the Truth 


of the Goſpel; They will allow that it excludes 


all Unbelievers from a Title to Salvation, and 
threatens them with the ſevereſt Penalties ;- and 


from thence form an Objection againſt the Au- 


thority of this Revelation from the N ature of its 
Sanchon. 8 

Vet how much more iron EY would the Ob- 
BP: ot have been urged, if the Caſe had been di- 


rectly otherwiſe ; and a new Religion had been 
1 to their Aſſent, without any Pretence 
of their lying under any Obligation to receive it? 
How would They have ridiculed or diſregarded a 
Diſpenſation, which the very Propoſers of it had 
repreſented as a a Matter indifferent, which T _ 
| might 
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might embrace or reject, juſt as They pleaſed? 
Could They believe it poſſible that God Almigh- 
ty ſhould interpoſe ſupernaturally, and reveal a 
Religion from Heaven, and then leave it as a 
Point of no Conſequence, whether his Creatures 
attended to and believed it or not? Could the 
Publiſhers of it have expected to make any Con- 
verts on this Principle? Or could They have ad- 
hered to it themſelves, when Tortures and Tor- 
ments threatned the Profeſſion of it? Could 
They have faced Death in its moſt terrible Aſpect, 
and ſubmitted to unheard of Cruelties in 1 
port of their Teſtimony, if They had been taught 
themſelves, and were to teach Others, that the 
Favour and Approbation of their Maker did not 
depend on their having any Regard to the Re- 
velation of his Doctrines and Precepts? The 
Abſurdities of ſuch a Suppoſition are ſo many 
and great, that it ſeems unneceſſary to enlarge on 
them. If the Will of God be ſuppoſed to be re- 
vealed, it muſt be ſuppoſed to be of ſome Conſe- 
quence to Men, whether They liſten to it or not. 
If ſuch Conſequence be foretold, it is a Preſump- 
tion of the Truth of the Pretenſions, and very 
confiſtent with the Claim of a Divine Authority. 
It is farther a very proper Means of exciting At- 
tention, and therein an Act of Mercy in not lea- 
ving Men to their own thoughtleſs Conduct 
without any Notice or Admonition of their Dan- 
ger. When St. Paul expreſſed Himſelf in this 
Manner in the Text, the unconverted Fews could 
not but ſee his Notion of the Importance of the 
D Point 
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Point which He maintained, and that They were 
certainly ruined, if He was certainly in the Right. 
And ſurely This could not fail of having ſome 
Influence in awakening them to a ſerious Enqui- 
ry into the Foundation of what He taught. 
- Now the Scripture always ſuppoſes the Succeſs 
of a diligent and impartial Enquiry into the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, where the Evidence is 
fairly and fully propoſed to the Enquirers, and 
therefore excludes at once thoſe Objections which 
ariſe froin the Pleas of invincible Ignorance, of 
the Neceſſity of the Aſſent of the Underſtanding 
following the Appearance of Proofs, and of the 
Pretence of Sincerity. The Condemnatory Sen- 
tences have no Relation to the Caſe of Thoſe, who 
never heard of the Goſpel, and therefore Men 
may harangue as long as They pleaſe on the Sub- 
ject of not being accountable for Light, which 
was never enjoyed, without affecting the Equity 
of ſuch ſolemn Sentences. The Caſe of Thoſe 
who /it in ſuch utter Darkneſs, We have no Au- 
thority to determine, but muſt leave them to 
their only Hope, that of ancovenanted Mercy. We 
are concerned only to vindicate the Apoſtle's ear- 
neſt Expreſſion of the hopeleſs State of Thoſe, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, who rejected the Goſ- 
pel when it was propoſed to them. 5 9105 
No if We are at all accountable to our Ma- 
ker for the Uſe of our Faculties, certainly in no 
Inſtance more, ſcarce in any ſo much, as in the 
Enquiry into the Truth of a Religion, which 
claims his great Name and ſovereign — 
The 


The Will of God muſt be the ſupreme Concern 
of Man, and a total Inattention to ſuch a Claim 
muſt be ſuch a Degree of Immorality as None 
will preſume to defend. And if the Evidence be 
ſo circumſtanced, as to be neither precarious on 
the one Hand, nor irreſiſtible on the other; if it 
may be evaded by careleſs and prejudiced Minds, 
and yet appears clear and ſatisfactory to every di- 
ligent and virtuous Enquirer, This is juſt what 
might be expected, what muſt be ſuppoſed in a 
State of Probation, and may therefore be conſi- 
dered as a Confirmation of the Truth of this Re- 
ligion, as well as a Vindication of its Sanctions. 
Whilſt One conſiders the various Ev:dences of the 
glorious Goſpel of Chriſt with an attentive and 
unprejudiced Mind, One is apt to ſtand amazed 
at the Poſſibility of Infidelity; but when We 
look into the World, and obſerve the blinding . 
Influences of Pride, of Luſt, of Avarice, and o- 
ther immoral Paſſions, our Aſtoniſhment ſub- 
ſides, and We fee in Fact how much the Aſſent 
of the Underſtanding depends upon, voluntary 
Conduct. The Caſe is no other with Reſpect to 
the Belief than to the Practice of Religion. Whilſt 
We attend in like Manner to the Enforcements of 
our Duty, the like Aftoniſhment ariſes, that Any, 
who really believe what They profeſs, can re- 
ſolve knowingly to expoſe themſelves to eternal 
+ Ruin for the Sake of any preſent Gratifications. 
But here again Experience ſhews, in Oppolſt- 
tion to many plauſible Speculations, how much 
the Underſtanding is at the Direction of the Will, 


and 
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and how eaſily Men can bring themſelves to 
chooſe the Paths to Deſtruction, though Demon- 
ſtration may be brought (as they themſelves ac. 
knowledge) of the Abſurdity of — a Choice. 
Now where can be the Want of Equity in ei- 
ther Caſe in charging Men with the Conſequen- 
ces of their own Conduct? If their Judgment 
of the Truth of a Revelation depends on the free 
Exerciſe of their Faculties, as in Reaſon and in 
Fact We ſee that it does, Are not the Paſſions 
that influence and blind them in this Inſtance as 
criminal (to ſay the loweſt) as in any other ? 
Shall the Great God proclaim his Will, and ſhall 
his Creatures be thought not accountable to Him 
for overlooking and deſpiſing it, through ſecular 
Cares, irregular Indulgencies, or vain Affecta- 
tions of univerſal Knowledge and Self-Sufficien- 
cy; when a faithful diligent Enquiry would not 
have failed to have led . to the Diſcernment 
and Acknowledgment of the Truth? The God, 
who publiſhed to us the Scheme of our Redemp- 
tion, and required our Aſſent to it, knew that 
He had ſo proportioned the Evidence as to con- 
vince every Lover of Truth and Virtue, and He 
has even enabled us to diſcern the ſame. He has 
given actual Promiſes of Succeſs to Thoſe, who 
truly defire to inow and do his Will, and has 
pointed out the evil Diſpoſitions which lead to 
Error and Unbelief. He has not therefore requi- 
ed of any.one what is not in his Power, but He 
has required what is in every one's Power, that 
They faithfully apply themſelves, without Pre- 
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judice or Partiality, to the Means of Informa- 
tion, which He has afforded them, and this Me- 
thod He has repreſented as leading certainly to 
that Faith which is required of them. | 
In-this Light We ſee the juſt Ground of the 
Apoſtle's Concern and Uneaſineſs for the unbelia- 
ving Jews. Had the Goſpel not been propoſed 
to them, They had not been anſwerable for the 
Want of it. But the God, who had favoured 
them with ſome Degree of Light before, beyond 
the Reſt of Mankind, now offered them a far- 
ther. Share of that Favour, and They were not 
the leſs blameable, They were rather the more 
blameable, for rejecting this becauſe of their for- 
mer Privileges. Their Diſpenſation had typified 
both the Perſon, and Sufferin gs, and Dees 
of the Redeemer of Man kind. and beſides all 
the other Evidences of the Truth of the Goſpel, 
which were common to all Mankind, They had 
alſo the more ſure Word of Prophecy to lead them 
to Chriſt. Thoſe amongſt them who continued 
Unbelievers with theſe Advantages, were guilty 
with great Aggravations, and fell under the Sen- 
tence of Condemnation as emphatically as any of 
the Gentiles, notwithſtanding their Diſpenſation 
was originally founded on a Divine Revelation. 
For the ſame Authority, that at firſt eſtabliſhed 
it, had now repealed it; or rather the Ceremonial 
Law having now anſwered the original Purpoſe 
of the Lawgiver, was thereby compleated, and 
the Subtance being now in due Time given, the 
Uſe of the Shadow ceaſed of Courſe. 0 
But 


E 
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But might They not plead, and may not O- 


thers at this Time plead, that the Evidence of 
Chriſtianity does not appear ſatisfactory to them; 
that They are ſincere in a contrary Perſwaſion, 

and cannot therefore have any thing fo dreadf al 

to fear, even though They ſhould finally appear 
to be under a Miſtake? The Solution which the 
Goſpel directs Us to give to this Plea is, that it 
is founded on Ambiguity of Words, and an Er- 
ror in Fact. The Reality of a preſent Per ſaſon 
ought not to be called "4 the Title of Sincerity; ; 


for it may be owing to Neglect or Partiality, to 


vicious Influences and criminal Prejudices. And 


it always is ſo, when it is advanced in Oppoſi- 


tion to the Goſpel, where the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of it are offered to Examination. It is much 
eaſter to conceive, that Men may deceive One 
Another, or even Themſelves in ſuch Pretences, 
than that the Word of God ſhould fail, which 
has promiſed Succeſs to an Honeſt Heart, and 
haas afforded us ſuch Evidence as has thrown 


Difficulties next to irreſiſtible in the Way to Un- 


belief. We may therefore conclude in the happy 
Degree of Light which We enjoy, that real Sin- 


cerity will lead to true Chriſtianity ; and that if 


Any Man faithfully defire to do the Will of God, 


He ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of 


God. 


There is One farther Obſervation to 'be offered 


on the Nature of the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
which will ſhew the Connection of its Truth and 


Importance, and the great Danger of refuſing it, 
i; "ER in 
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in Caſe it was really given from Heaven. The 
Scripture has concluded all under Sin, has repre- 
ſented all as Tranſgreſſors of the Law of God, 

and of Courſe obnoxious to the Penalty of Tranſ- 
greſſion. It has revealed Us to Ourſelves, as be- 
ing born in a natural State of Corruption and of 
Diſpleaſure, as being Children of Wrath, guilty 
of many actual Offences, indiſpoſed to Good, 
and unable of Ourſelves to attain to a real, and 
much leſs to a compleat Repentance and Refor- 
mation. It has ſhewn the Neceſſity of a Media- 
tor, and pointed to the only ſufficient One, and 
has made Faith in his Blood the only covenanted 
Title to Favour and Acceptance, even with the 
Condition of the beſt Degree of Holineſs, which 
We are ſtill capable of attaining. If therefore 
We believe not that Chriſt is He, the appointed 
Mediator between God and Men, We ſhall die in 
our Sins. We are left to our natural Condition 
of Diſobedience and Puniſhment, and the Wrath 
of God abideth on us. 

May the Conviction of this great Truth raiſe 
in us that Apoſtolical Spirit ſo warmly expreſſed 
in the Text, to contribute to the Converſion of 
Others, and to be ready either to do, or to ſuf- 
fer, if Occaſion be, in the Service of that Cauſe. 
It We eſteem our Religion in Proportion to its 
real Value, it muſt occaſion great Heavineſs and 
continual Sorrow in our Hearts, that Any ſhould 
be blind to the only Foundation of Hope; more 
eſpecially when, as St. Paul intimates, Thoſe, to 
whom We have moſt Reaſon to wiſh well, 
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chooſe ſo ill for themſelves, as to reject an Offer 
of Pardon and Happineſs, and thereby deſtroy 
the only Foundation of Comfort in this World, 
or in the Proſpe& of Another. We muſt not 
for their Sakes attempt to new model the Scheme 
of our Religion, or contribute to betray them in- 
to final Ruin by ſo groſs a Miſrepreſentation, as 
if it left Room for a favourable Opinion of their 
Condition. No: We muſt expreſs our Charity 
for their Perſons by our Zeal to eſtabliſh them 
in this neceſſary Faith, muſt fairly repreſent the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, propoſe his Religion with 
his own awful Sanctions, and leave it to reſt, in 
the Manner which He has authorized, on the 
Evidences with which He has enabled us to ſup- 
port it. And may God of his infinite Mercy 
proſper every ſuch Attempt to eſtabliſh and ex- 
tend the Religion of his Bleſſed Son for the Sake 
of the ſame our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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